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for life

Cosy and comfortable, these lodges
on Lewis come with the latest eco-
saving measures built in

BY MICHOLA HUNTER

ROUGHT UP W FERTH-

shire, Graham McLa|lan

returned to Lewdiz in the

- Oygter Hebrides, whare hiz

familv iz from, in 1983, Ini-

tallr working in foresty, he moved ot

the byilding rade and has since byile

zeveral hogses and carrjed oyt 2 nom-
ber of renovations on the jzland.

Abzme keen to fncreass dhe thermal

properdies of  houses,

SIP (szrgetyral nsglaced

island. He explainz: “Ic
waz jn 2003, when [ w2z going to byild
anodher honpe for muzelf, thar ] choyght
to ooe Pnl.}rm:el:h.an:- a3 npp-uueﬂ to
PFodoroo] 33 inmulation in the wallz and
thrt’s here I dizcorared zorpengral fnea-
lated panels. Inch for inch, pobmare-
thane iz tvice az “warm” az Boclorool.
“Additionally, the inherent sorength
of the SIP': means you're not limiced
with traditgonal roof tass=: oo vog can
hane framgres much 2z cathedral cajlings.

By comparizon, with a timber frame
houze voy can do without a ot of the
int=rnal smrycngre that iz requiced for
strengrth. So, 23 long as vou have jmag-
ination, you can do pretoy mugch what-

ever vou want when desimning.™
The fizzt build rook both imaginatea
and I:I,m.-: A :||:|q.|:|:i.|:|.g mter]:l-z wamn't
mugh.cﬁxnﬂﬂ E'q.t wj|:|1. the j.'l:l.tll.'ﬂ.Et
anything iz pozsible, and 2z 2 resulr,
McLellan =nded ypwitha

when McLellan builchiz - GUMtaing and  sropesty ina contnensl
own place it was the Hot mm are stvle. The soacogral inmg-

lated panels are from Grez-

pans)} home on the I'I'IEdE |DGE||Q many, the oak flooring

from France and the
beams are from Sweden.

With the mycosm of hiz fize SIP
hogz=, in 2004 AlcL=llan lannched
Hebridean Loy Holidaye, gdliziag
hiz famjlyry croft and croft hoyss, “We
r=novated the old cooft bouse,” e says.
“Tt wraz 2 poured concrste construction
and thersfore very cold and difficol o
hear. We added four inche: of
polvurecthane inmulation and jnacalled
cavity wall insglation in dhe extenszjon
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Clookowiss from and increased the depth of Bockwool in
meadn: the Wving the aric. By ckdng these measyres, we
avd dining area eliminared the heating problema.™

of the. Matagama In 2006 he added 2 fyrther oo SIE

lodge; its heouses to hiz portfolic — Jolaire and
kitahen; Metagama Metagama iz synonvmens
ll"l-lhllll- *n.-:l.ﬂ:.t]:-c :Enl:.rj.-l: nf'.i.':ln.nd En.mmu.nil:iﬂ

Cralgrogston which handreds of islanders, inclading

lodge; Lawis's MicLellans grandfather, amigrated to

stunning MWorth America jn 1923, The story of

scanany HMES Iolaire js ragic — shes waz the ship
dizpached oo help oke servicemen
from Europe at the =nd of the First
World WWar. Bys she, and they, never
made j&. The veasel hit rocks within
n.i.ghtnf 5I:-:|-1'|1-|:r'i||.'=§;I ]l.ll:l:lanl whers 2
large crovwed had gathered awaiting bes
arrival, on INew Years Day, [912, Okees
200 men drowned, =nsuring dhe names
Izlaire lives forever jn the memories of
the jzlanders.

O a lighrer note, the lovogs for dhese
two properties was designed on the
back of a cigar=tte pack=t on an =vening
ot at the mghy chub. “The soucoeal
I:i-l:]i.-:d up hy..?hq.b:-ﬂﬂﬂ [I:he computer
programme].” MeLeallan remembers.

The most important aspect of the
build for him was to get the basics dght.
“Today people are puttng in hest
exchanmerz byt they are expensive and
they can beeak down, so ] think it makoes
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