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balconiesfrom which to view all the action,
it's a small but perfectly formed boutique
hotel. Rooms start at £130 a night.

Don't be despondent if the MasterCard
doesn't stretch to that. The Ch &eau Hotel
(www.chateauhotel.com), afew blocksfrom
the French market, boasts an open-air pool
and comfortable roomsfrom £43 a night.

WHERE TOEAT New Orleans is one of the
world’'s top three food destinations, so
you're spoilt for choice. For casual diningin
the French Quarter, try chef Emeril
Lagasse’'s Nola Restaurant
(www.emerils.com), or the world-famous
beignets at Cafe du Monde in Jackson
Squareor an Oyster Po'Boy, thetraditional
New Orleans sandwich.

WHEN TOGO The city is best known for its
Mardi Gras, but you don’t have to wait
until February to get your dancing shoeson.
Congo Square Rhythms Festival is on
October 4 and 5; the film festival is from
October 10 to 16; and Swamp Fest is on
November 1and 2.

AVMBIENGE

The French
Quarter (Ghove
and below) isthe
place toahsorh
the essence of
New Orleans

WEEKEND PASS

Mains Park Court
Mains of Taymouth Holiday
Cottages, Kenmore,

Perthshire (01887 830226,
www.taymouth.co.uk)

THEREare holiday cottages, and then
there isthe five-star experience that is
Mains of Taymouth Holiday Cottages,
onthe shores df Loch Tay, where old
farm buildings have been skilfully
converted into luxury self-catering
accommodation. Staying here, you
will find yourself explaining vocabulary
suchas'mezzaning’ and ‘' sumptuous’
tothe children.

COriginal featuresfromitsdays as
the home farmfor nearby Taymouth
Castle are complemented by a
conversionthat has brought things
bang up todate with everythingfrom
underfloor heating and saunasto hot
tubs and satellite TV.

Qur‘cottage’, Mains Park Gourt, has
three floors of accommodation, with
five ensvite bedrooms, ahuge open-
plan, split-level lounge, expansive
kitchen and decking outside. And
because the fixtures and fittings are
built tolast —the toasters are Dulit,
the bathroom fittings are Roca—I'm
proud to report that we managed not
tohreak anything. It might be five-star,
but it embraces children (and animals,

as you can even bring your dog).

Getting there Fomthe south, take

the M90 to Ferth, A9 to Ballinluig, then
A827 to Aberfeldy—follow the signs
for Kenmore and Loch Tay.

Room sexvice We're talking boutique
hotel standard with luxury finishes—
it'sall leather, silk and shearling. There
are leather sleigh beds, digital tellies
and DVDplayers, en suiteswith both
showers and baths, and abalcony
through french doorsin the master
bedroom, where you can have
hrealfast looking over the courtyard
tothe mountains beyond.

What'sthe food like? It may be called
self-catering, but if it seems ashame
tosully the glistening stainless-steel
appliances and sparkling granite
worktopsinthe kitchen, you could
stroll alongtothe development’s
Courtyard brasserie and choase from
the  lacarte or bar menu.

If youdo cook inthe kitchen, there is

all the equipment you could possibly
need tofeed the nine-plusresidents
the cottage can accommodate. Qut
onthe decking, there is a gas-fired
barbecue and tables and chairsto
enjoy a frescoeating.

Qut and about With anine-hale golf
course and horse-ridingonthe estate,
swings and play equipment for the
kids, plus aprivate gardenfor each
property with asaunaand hot tub, you
might never leave the grounds. If you
do, the nearhy Crannog Centre dffers
alook at haw our Iron Age ancestors
lived. There's also asandy beach at
Kenmore and achoice of craft on
whichto set sail onthe loch. Further
dfield, we visited the ancient yew tree
at Fortingall, where the inscriptions
onthe gravesinthe churchyard give a
clue tothe devastation wrought onthe

Highlands by the Clearances and two
world wars, and picnicked at the
amazing Falls of Dochart at Killin.

LittleedtrasThereisa TV inewvery
room, L'Cccitane productsinthe
bathrooms, logs for the fire and
nothing was too much trouble for
ownerslrenaand Fohin Menzies and
their team. Fom readmittinguswhen
we locked ourselves out, to shawing us
how towork the super-duper 42-inch
flat-screentelly (doh!), or explaining
how to operate the hot tub. The only
thingmissingwas alabrador steaming
infront of the log fire —you have to

bring your own.

The bottom line Cff-season weekend
breaks (Fiday, Saturday and Sunday)
cost £1,600.

Janet Christie
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