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I’ll come dine for you

Picture: SCOTT LOUDEN

Chef offers to cook
up perfect dinner
party in your home
■■KAYE NICOLSON

PAUL RIGHT NOW: Chef Gunning will bring the delights of Purslane, left, into diners’ homes

son’s 18th, and another potential in the pipeline,” he said.
Mr Gunning said he would
do most of the preparation in
the restaurant to ensure he had
all the equipment he needs,
before travelling to the client’s
house.
He will tailor a set menu to
meet guests’ tastes, and prices
can range from around £500
for a midweek engagement, to

£1000 for a weekend dinner
party, to cover the costs of closing the restaurant.
If you want to create a full
restaurant atmosphere, Mr
Gunning can also bring his
waiting staff to look after
your guests.
The exact prices will vary,
but an example five-course
tasting menu could feature
butternut squash risotto to
start, followed by pan-fried
sea bream with Parmesan
polenta, a roast cannon of
lamb, banoffee pie and a chocolate and hazelnut parfait.
If you opted for a threecourse meal, one menu option
could be a starter of seared
scallops with a celeriac puree
followed by beef fillet with
roasted Jerusalem artichokes,
caramelised
onions,
wild
mushrooms and a pancetta
cream sauce, before a vanilla
panna cotta with mixed berries,
raspberry sorbet and a shortbread crumble.
“We want it to be as hassle-free as possible,” said Mr
Gunning.
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Sick Kids foundation thanks Kiltwalkers
The Sick Kids Friends Foundation has thanked people
who turned out to take part in
the Edinburgh Kiltwalk last
Sunday.
More than 300 walkers
chose the SKFF as their nominated charity and donned their
kilts to pound the pavements
and raise funds for the charity,
which provides support outwith NHS provision to patients
at the Royal Hospital for Sick
Children.

Businesses including the
Co-op Food Stores, Nairn’s,
George Anderson and Sons,
Findlays Butchers, John Saunderson Butcher, R&J Oliver
Butchers and Total Produce,
Chester Eggs and Stephen’s
Bakery all helped ensure each
walker received a complimentary survival kit comprising
crisps, biscuits, crackers, a hot
filled roll and a well-earned cup
of tea or coffee.
Rachel McKenzie, head of

community fundraising at
SKFF, said: “We take our Sick
Kids headbands off to everyone, walkers and volunteers,
who helped make the Edinburgh Kiltwalk such a success
“The funds raised on the day
will be used to provide additional support services, equipment and training to enhance
the care provided to the
100,000 sick children that pass
through the doors of the RHSC
in Edinburgh every year.”
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Hosting a dinner party can
fill even the most adventurous
with a sense of dread.
The stress of planning the
menu, getting the cooking
right and even cleaning the
dishes is enough to put some
people off having guests round.
But now a city chef is on
hand to bring the gourmet
world of fine dining into private homes in the Capital –
and you can even pretend it’s
your own work.
Stockbridge chef Paul Gunning has decided to come to
the aid of stressed-out dinner party hosts by taking his
fine dining dishes to people’s
kitchens.
The
Livingston-born
33-year-old, who has spent
periods working in Australia,
Manchester,
London
and
France under well-known chefs
including Marco Pierre White,
said he could offer something
different for people in the comfort of their own homes.
His St Stephen Street
restaurant,
Purslane,
has
attracted a loyal customer
base since it opened in
2011, and Mr Gunning
hopes his latest idea
will become a new
trend in the Capital.
He said: “We have
always played with
this idea. People
want to have a dinner party at home
but don’t want the
hassle of preparing
a meal.
“We can do all the
prep in the restaurant
and deliver it to the
house. We’ll do all the
dishes so there’s no cleaning up.
“They can pretend they
have done it from scratch.”
He added: “I have got family in Dubai and it’s quite a big
thing out there. My sister is a
personal trainer there.
“One of her clients asked if
I would go over and cook for
25 people. It was a four-course
meal.”
Mr Gunning said he thought
that there would be an appetite
for the service in Edinburgh.
“I have got a regular who is
talking about doing it for her

Clubber hurls
racist abuse
at officers
A DRUNKEN clubber spouted
a torrent of racist and homophobic abuse at police, a court
heard.
Ryan Greig, 27, shouted at
two officers who told him to
move on after they found him
outside a petrol station in the
early hours of the morning.
Greig, from Livingston,
pleaded guilty to committing a
breach of the peace aggravated
by prejudice related to sexual
orientation and racially abusing a police officer.
He admitted making homophobic remarks during the
incident on April 25 and acting
in a racially aggravated manner intended to cause fear and
distress to an English police
officer.
Livingston Sheriff Court
heard Greig had initially
denied the charge and was
remanded in custody, but
after serving the equivalent
of a 40-day prison sentence
he changed his plea to guilty
yesterday.
Neil Robertson, defending, said: “When he’s had a
lot to drink he swears a lot.
He’d no intention of inferring
that either of these officers is
homosexual.”
Greig was yesterday fined
£270.

An Evening of

Clairvoyance
with Spiritualist Medium

Stephen Holbrook
Friday 20th June,The Radisson Blu, Edinburgh
Show starts at 7.30pm Doors open at 6.45pm
Even the most hardened sceptics will leave
Steve’s show uncomfortably challenged!
The evening will take you
on a roller coaster of
emotions, comfort and
joy, and from laughter to
tears and back again.

DON’T MISS THIS
EMOTIONAL, COMPELLING
AND MOVING NIGHT TO
REMEMBER - BOOK NOW!
Advance tickets £17,
on the door £18
Booking 0131 620 8212
open Monday to Friday 9 to 5
or book online
at www.steveholbrook.co.uk

This evening is for entertainment purposes only.
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